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ANNUAL  .REPORT  OP  i EPICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  195.5: 


vfith  the  Annual  Reports  of  (a)  Senior  Sanitary  inspector 
and  (b)  Engineer  & Surveyor  attached. 


Council  Offices, 
Pulham  Ear  Let, 
Diss,  Norfolk. 


£ c 


THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  DEPWADE 


'..The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
together  with  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  Dresent  my  Annual  Report  for 

1955. 


1 • Introduction 

1956  is  the  centenary  of  the  Society'of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  for  it  was  in  May  1856  - nine  years 
after  the  appointment  of  the  first 'medical  officer  of 
health  - that  the  London  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
formed  0.  Metropolitan  Association. 

The  object  of  the  Society  was,  and  is,  "to  promote 
the  advancement  of 'health  in  every  respect;"  In  its 
early  days  it  was  concerned  mainly  with  statistical 
recording;  with  the  battle  against  infectious  disease, 
and  the  development  of  environmental  sanitation. 

Later  in  the  century  came  the  control  of  food,  milk, 
and  water  supplies  and  the  isolation  and  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

The  beginning  of  the  present  century  saw  a new 
phase  of  activity  - the  rise  of  personal  health:  the 

medical  officer  of  health  became  responsible  for  the 
Organisation  of  personal  services  such  as  midwifery, 
school  medical  inspection,  maternal  care  and  infant 
Welfare* 

Today  the  health  services  embrace  a wide  field 
covering  almost  every  aspect  of  the  health  of  man, 
physical  and  mental,  in  relation  to  the  society  in 
which  he  lives. 

The  estimated  population  of  Depwade  Rural  District 
in  1955  was  .18, 170.  The  birth-rate  was  14.4  and 
the  death  rate  13 « 4 par  1000  of  the  resident  population. 
There,  were  seven  infant  deaths. 

Less  measles  in  1955  caused  a considerable 
reduction  in. the  total  notifications  of  oommunicable 
diseases  compared  with  previous  years;  the  picture 
of  notifications  was  otherwise  similar  to  that  of 
recent  years,  most  of  the  commoner  communicable  diseases 
being  represented  by  at  least  a few  cases. 


There  has  boon  considerable  public  interest  in  the 
introduction  of  a vaccine  for  protection  against 
poliomyelitis.  ..  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report, 
the  first  group,  of  children  'in  Dopwade  District  have 
been  immunised. 

The  Norwich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Harleston 
and  carried  out  a survey  in  September. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954>  & 
housing  survey  was  completed  and  action  begun  with 
regard  to  the  programme  of  closing  or  demolition  of 
sub-standard  houses.  The  introduction  of  group-dwellings 
for  .the, elderly  with  a. warden’s  house  contained  within 
the'  group  was'  under  consideration  by  your  Council  and, 
at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  action  is  being 
taken  to  build  a warden’s  house  (with  recreation  room) 
at  an  existing  bungalow  site  at  Long  Stratton. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health 
introduced  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  order  to 
raise  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  food  delivered  to 
the  public  and  thus  ro-duoe  the  increasing  incidence  of 
food  poisoning  and  dysentery. 


II.  Administration 

Mr, F. C. Weeks,  M.R.S. I . , A.M. I . S.E. , a copy  of 
whose  Report  for  1955  is  appended,  continued  duty  as 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  your  Council  throughout  the  year. 

He  was  assisted  by  Mr ^R.D. Prichard  until  tho  8th  November, 
when rMr. Prichard  relinquished  his  post;  on  the  19th 
December,  Mr.W.F.Weller,  M.S.I.A. , A.R.S.H.,  was 
appointed  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  began  duty 
on  the  1st  February  1956.  Clerical  assistance  for 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  carried  out  by  the 
Senior  Clerk  and  staff  at  the  oentral  Health  Office, 
Norwich. 


III.  -Legislation 

The  most  important  public  health  legislation  was 
the  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

These  Regulations  lay  down  requirements  in  respect 
of: 

1.  The  cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls, 
etc.  and  of  apparatus  and  jquipmmt. 

2.  The  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

3.  The  cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
handling. of  food  and  of  their  clothing,  and 
the  action  to  bo  taken -where  tlujy  suffer 
from,  or  are  carriers  of,  certain  infections. 

4.  The ' construction  of  food  premises,  the  repair 
and  maint  mane 0 of  food  promises,  stalls, 
vjhiclvjs,  etc.,  and  the  facilities  to  be 
provided.  . 

5.  The  temperature  at  which  certain  foodsthat 
are  particularly  liable  to  transmit  disease 
are  to  be  kept  in  food  premises. 
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IV.  Vital  Statistics 

(a)  Population 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the 
population  of  Depwade  Rural  District  at 
18,170  compared  with  18,150  in  1954. 

(b ) Births 

There  were  263  live  births  reoordod 
during  the  year:  132  boys  and  131  girls. 

In  1954  there  were  273  live  births.  There 
were  8 still  births  and  5 illegitimate 
births.  The  crude  birth  rate  was,  therefore, 
14.4  per  1000  of  the  resident  population, 
oompared  with-15.0  in  1954* 

(c ) Deaths, 

There  were  245  deaths  (133  male  and 
112  female  deaths)  compared  with  235  in 
1954*  The  crude  death  rate  was,  therefore, 
13*4  oompared  with  12.9  in  1954* 

(d)  Compar ability  Factor 

The  comparability  factor  makes  an 
approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which 
the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  for  England 
•and  Wales  as  a whole.  Furthermore,  with 
regard  to  births  the  ratio  of  the  national 
to  local  fertility  index  has  to  be  taken  into 
..  . ■'  account.  The  important  factor  in  the 

fertility  index  is  the  number  of  women  ag.jd 
18-44  years  in  the  population  as  a whole. 

The  comparability  factor  as  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  births  in 
Depwade  Rural  District  is  l.l6.  When  the 
actual  birth-rate  of  Depwade  Rural  District 
is  multiplied  by  this  factor  the  resulting 
birth-rate  can  fairly  be  compared  with  that 
of  England  and  Wales. 

The  adjusted  birth-rate  for  Depwade 
Rural  District  thus  becomes  16,7  compared 
with  15.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

In  the  same  way,  by  using  a comparability 
..factor  of  .75>  the  adjusted  death  rate  becomes 
10.0  compared  with  11. 7 for  England  and  Wales. 

( e ) Infant  Mortality 

There  were  seven  infant  deaths  in  1955 
and  the  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  per  1000  live  births)  was 
therefor e:'25 . 2,  The  infant  mortality  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  24.9  and  was  the 
lowest  over  recorded.  The  causes  of 

infant  deaths  were:  : . 

Prematurity  2 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  1 

Collapse  of  Lung  1 

Pneumonia  1 
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( f ) Expectation  of  life  (England  and  Wales) 

In  1841  the  expectation  of  life, 
at  birth,  was  40  years  for  boys  and  42 
years  for  girls;  in  1910  the  figures  were, 
respectively,  452  and  55.  In  1954  the 
expectation  of  life  rose  to  68  years  for 
boys  and  73  for  girls. 


Infectious  Diseases 

(a)  One  hundred  and  sixty  seven  cases  of 
communicable  disease  were  notified  by 
general  practitioners  during  1955  compared 
with  684  in  1954*  Fewer  measles  cases 

and  a moderate  number  of  whooping-cough  cases 
gave  a total  figure  well  below  that  of 
previous  years. 

(b)  Whooping-cough  immunisation  of  infants 
(often  combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation) 
continues  to  bo  practised.  In  the  early 
months  of  life  the  degree  of  protection 
afforded  by  whooping-cough  immunisation  is 
uncertain  and  is  therefore  postponed  until 
the  fifth  to  the  eighth  month. of  life. 
Unfortunately  it  is  in  the  first  six  months 
of  life  that  this  disease  is  most  dangerous. 

In  England  and  Wales  in  1954>  68.5%  of 
deaths  from  whooping-cough  were  in  those 
under  12  months  of  ago,  the  majority  of 
these  in  the  first  six  months  of  life.  The 
whole  question  of  the.  protection  afforded 

by  whooping-cough  vaccine  is  still  under 
investigation  by  the  Medical  Research  Council. 

There  were  ninety-one  notifications  of 
whooping-cough  in  Depwade  District  in  1955  > a 
slightly  higher  incidence  than  in  the 
previous  three  years. 

(c)  Diphtheria 


In  England  and  Wales  the  incidence  of 
diphtheria  remained  much  the  same  in  1955 
as  in  1954.  There  were  l6l  notifications 
and  11  deaths.  It  must  be  remembered,  of 
course, -that  there  were  18,500  co.soe  as 
recently  as  1945  with  722  deaths. 

' The  object  of  the  immunisation  campaign 
remains  the  same;  to  secure  immunisation 
of  not  less  than-  75%  of  babies  before  their 
first  birthday.  At  the  present  time  the 
percentage  of  infants  immunised  (in  England 
and  Wales)  is  only  half  this  figure,  i.e, 

36%  in  1954  and  3^*4%  in  the  first  half 

of  1955. 

However,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  in  Area  5>  (Diss,  Wymondham,  Loddon 
and  Depwade  Districts),  463  children  under 
five  years  of  ago  were  immunised  and  the 
births  for  the  year  were  577* 
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(d)  Poliomyelitis 

Two  cases  in  young  children  wore 
notified;  both  were  non-paralytic  and 
recovered  completely. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report 
the  first  immunisations  for  tho  prevention 
of  poliomyelitis  have  just  been,  completed. 
There  have  been  7^3  bequests  from  parents 
of  Depwade  District  for  inoculation  of 
their  children  but  owing  to  the  limited 
supply  of  vaccine  it  has  been  possible  to 
inoculate  56  children  only.  It  is  hoped 
that  inoculations  on  a wider  scale  will 
be  possible  in  six  months  time. 

Commenting  on  poliomyelitis  in  his 
annual  report  for:  1954>  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer,  Ministry  of  Health,  writes  as 
follows: 

"It  is  a disease  whose  capacity  to 
arouse  dread  bears  little  relation  to  its 
frequency  and  fatality.  Tho  1,300-odd 
cases  of  poliomyelitis  associated  with 
paralysis  and.  134  deaths  which  occurred  in 
a total  population  of  some  44  million  last 
year  should  be  compared  with  the  18,500 
oases  of  diphtheria  and  the  722  deaths 
which  occurred  from  that  disease  as 
recently  as  1945*  Poliomyelitis  has 
undoubtedly  become  associated  in  the 
public  mind  with  paralyses  of  limbs  and 
bodies,  and  of.  the  use  of  iron  lungs  in 
• dire  respiratory  emergencies.  But  though 
thus  seeing  poliomyelitis  in  this  country 
in  its  proper  perspective,  one  cannot  regard 
it  lightly,  One  must  always  remember  the 
grim  experience  of  Denmark,  upon  which 
country,  out  of  a clear  sky,  an  epidemic 
descended  in  1952  causing  5 >676  cases  of 
which  2,450  were  paralytic,  and  262  fatal." 

(e)  Vaccination  (smallpox) 

The  vaccination  rate  for  Area  5 in 
1955  was  62  per  cent.  In  Depwade  District 
vaccinations  were  70  per  cent.  In  1954 
the  infant  vaccination  rate  for  England  and 
. Wales  was  34*5  per  cent.  The  ideal  rate 
is  a 75  per  cent  vaccination  of  infants. 

(f ) Dysentery 

Nine  cases  of  the  Sonne  type  were 
notified.  The  disease  is  usually  mild 
and  the- duration  short,  but  it  is  highly 
infectious  and  very  difficult  to  eradicate. 
Epidemiological  evidence  suggests  that 
Sonne  dysentery  is  largely  transmitted 
directly  from  person  to  person  and  not  by 
contaminated  food.  Moreover  the  spread 
of  inf  action  is  maintained  by  human 
symptom! ess  excreters  of  the  organism  who 
$ro  in  no  way  inconvenienced  by  the  presence 
of  the  bacillus  in  the  intestinal  tract. 
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Tho  detection  of  symptomTess-exoret ors 
causes  much  inconveni once  to  the  public 
and  considerable  fiol'd  and  laboratory- 
work;  but  it  has  to  bo  done'  in  or  dor  to 
chock  tho  spread  of  infection. 

Tho  greatest  weapon  in  tho  avoidance 
of  spread  is  scrupulous  personal  hygiene. 
This  involves  cleanliness  of  body  and 
clothing  and,  above  all,  thorough  washing 
of  the  hands  after  each  visit  to  tho  toilet. 
Written  instructions  on  precautions  to  be 
taken  are  issued  to  families  in  which 
cases  occur  and  food  handlers  who  are 
suspected  or  proved  oarriers  are  excluded 
from  work. 

In  1954  there  were  notified 

cases  of  dysentery  in  England  and  Wales  - 
tho  highest  annual  figure  on  record  and 
one  and  a half  times  that  of  1953* 

Nearly  three-quarters  of  the  notifications 
relate  to  children  under  15  years  of  age, 

(g)  Infective  Jaundice  (infectious  Hepatitis) 

Ten  cases  -wore  notified  during  tho 
first  six  months  of  the  year.  This  was 
the  continuation  of  tho  Earsham  cases  of 
which  there  were  twelve  notified  in  the 
autumn  of  1954. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this 
virus,  which  attacks  the  liver  is  spread 
through  the  medium  of  infected  excreta. 

This  is  a further  reason  for  great  care 
in  personal  hygiene,  a discipline  made 
much  more  difficult  in  the  absence  of 
modern  sanitation  in  dwellings. 

( h ) Food  Poisoning 

Five  cases  were  notified.  All  wore 
of  the  common  salmonella  typhimurium  type. 
Two  in  one  family  wore  caused  by  an 
infection  contracted  outside  the  district. 

No  evidence  could  be' obtained  regarding 
the  source  of  infeotion  of  the  three 
remaining  cases.  Duck-eggs  oaten  soft 
boiled,  are  a common  cause  of  this  disease 
and  reservoirs  of  infection  may  occur  in 
domestic  fowl,  household  pots,  rodents 
and  domestic  animals. 
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(i ) Tuberculosis 


Eight  now  casos  were  notified  within 
tho  District  during  the  year:  five  males 
and  three  females.  ' Notifications  have 
been  falling  steadily  during  the  past 
five  years. 

Two  active  cases  were  detected  by 
the  Norwich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  during 
a survey  carried  out  in  September  at. 
Harliston.  The  local  residents  responded 
extremely  well  to  the  request  for 
volunteers  to  attend  X-ray  sessions  for 
a chock-up. 
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Details  of  the  result  of  the  survey  are 
as  follows:- 


Harlcston  X-ray  Survey 
12th-l6th  September,  1955 


Males  Females  Total 


No,  of  Miniature  X-ray  Examinations 


614  472  1086 


No.  of  Oases  of  Pulmonary  T. B. found. ;- 

(a)  Aotive  Oases 

(b)  Previously  Diagnosed  Oases 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Among  other  diseases  discovered  were:- 


Bronchiectasis 
Chronic  Bronchitis 
Basal  Fibrosis 
Sarcoid 

Diaphragm  - Hernia 


1 

3 


1 

1 

1 


Cardiovascular  Lesions 
Congenital 
Acquired 


1 
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Family  contacts  of  cases  are  X-rayed 
(unless  consent  is  withhold)  and  B.O.Gr. 
vaccination  is  offered  to  those  contacts 
who  show  no  natural  immunity  to  the 
disease.  A Health  Visitor  from  the 
.County  Tuberculosis  Clinic  investigates 
the  living  conditions  of . all  reported  cases 
and  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes 
action,  where  necessary,,  for  re-housing. 

In  England  and  Wales  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  has  fallen  by  64  per  cent 
for  the  six-year  period  ending  1954.  But 
the  decline  in  notifications  of  lung 
tuberculosis  has  been  only  14%  since  1949. 
However,  notifications  of  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  have  declined  by  about  fifty 
per  cent  since  1942. 


VI . Cano  or. 

There  were  33  deaths  from  cancer  during  1955  and 
this  represented  13»4  of  the  total  deaths.  There  were 
36  deaths  in  1954.  There  wore  4 deaths  from  cancer 
of  the  lung,  the  same  number  as  in  1954* 

The  upward  trend  of  both  male  and  female  deaths 
from  cancer  of  the  lung  continues  at  a steady  pace 
from  year  to  year-. 

In  1954  there  was  an  increase  of  2,171  deaths  from 
canoer  over  the  1953  figure  in  England  and  Wales.  Of 
these  deaths  (2,171;  those  ascribed  to  cancer  of  the 
lung  in  males  accounted  for  rather  more  than  one  half. 
In  1954  the  sex  ratio  of  male  to  female  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  lung  was  6.2  to  1.  In  1925  it  was 
1.9  to  1. 


~7~ 


While  there  is  no  conclusive  evidence  that  heavy- 
smoking  (more  than  25  cigarettes  a day  or  the 
equivalent  in  pipe  tobacco)  causes  cancer  of  the  lung, 
yet  the  statistical  evidence  which  is  extensive  and 
detailed  permits  a connection  between  smoking  and 
lung  cancer  as  a reasonable  interpretation,  No 
other  interpretation  ..has  so  far  been  put  forward 
which  fits  or  explains  the  observed  facts.  It  is  not 
known  to  what  extent  air  pollution  plays  a part 
(if  any)  in  increasing  the  risk  of  lung  cancer.  It 
is  however  a fact  that  the  death  rate  from' lung  cancer 
in  Greater  London  is  twice  that  of  the  rural  districts 
of  England  and  Wales.  If  a common  factor  like' air 
pollution  was  a cause  of  lung  cancer  one  would  expect . 
a close  relationship  between  the  incidence  of  lung 
cancer  in  both  sexes.  This  however  is  not  the  case: 
the  excess  mortality  amongst  men  compared  with  women 
is  oven  greater  in  the  larger  towns. 

What  proportion  of  heavy  smokers  die  of  lung 
cancer?  Statistically  speaking,  if  all  the  members 
of  a cricket  team  were  aged  25  years  and  all  smoked 
25  to  50  cigarettes  a. day  then  one  of  them  might  be 
expected  to  die  of  luhg  cancer  before -reaching  the  age 

of  75. 


VII.  Housing 

The  Housing  Survey  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  was  completed  during  the  year  leaving 
the  way  clear  for  action  regarding  irreparable  sub-standard 
houses. 

At  the  present  time  .much  attention  is  being  given 
to  the  question  of  housing  elderly  people,  for  it  is 
recognised  that  with  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
those  aged  65  years -and  upwards  the  population  is  growing 
more  elderly.  It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  men 
and  women  of  pensionable  age  in  England  and  Wales  is 
over  6-q:  million,  a proportion  of  1 in  7.  Moreover, 
for  every  man  of  pensionable  ago  there  are  more  than 
two  women. 

Between  the  wars  of  local  authority  housing 
was  designed  for  old  people;  this  proportion  has  now 
risen  to  over  8 per  cent,  for  it  is'  fully  appreciated 
that  special  accommodation  for  old  people  is  a necessary 
social  service.  If  suitable  dwellings  are  available 
for  old  people  they  will  be  able  to  remain  home  muoh 
longer  than  now,  consequently  they  will  be  happier, 
more  useful  members  of  society,  in  closer  touch  with 
relatives  and  friends  and  far  less  burden  on  national 
social  sorvices.  The  provision  of  specialised  housing 
for  the  elderly  whether  by  moans  of  flats,  bungalows 
or  grouped  dwellings  is  not  therefore  a tentative 
effort  to  solve  a serious  social  difficulty;  any  such 
scheme  is  by  no  means  a shot  in  the  dark  but  permits 
several  shots  in  a perfectly  good  light. 

As  a first  and  important  stop  towards  improving 
the  social  security  and  the  care  of  the  health  of  the 
elderly  your  Housing  Committee  has  taken  action  for 
the  provision  of  a warden’s  house" (incorporating 
recreation  hall  and  visitors’  rooms)  at  an  existing 
bungalow  site  at'  Long  Stratton,  The  successful 
development  of  this  plan  is  anticipated  with  considerable 
interest . r 


During  1955  your  Council  constructed  a further 
28  bungalows  and  2 houses.  The  total  number  of 
council  houses  in  Depwado  District  is  now  1,467  or  over 
23%  of  the  total  houses  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  applications  for  council  dwellings 
at  the  present  time  is  approximately  400. 

Further  and  more  detailed  information  on  housing 
is  contained  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 
(appended). 


VIII.  Water  Supplies, 

Details  of  the  water  supply  system  are  contained 
in  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Engineer's  Report  (appended). 

During  the  year  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  Council’s  district  water  supplies 
gave  satisfactory  result s0 


IX . S owag e D i s po sal 

District  work  under  this  heading  is  contained  in 
the  Engineer’s  report. 

The  rapid  increase  in  house  building  since  the 
war  has  caused  overloading  of  the  older  sewage  disposal 
plants  within  the  district  and  attention  to  this  problem 
is  now  required. 


X.  Health  Education 


"Public  Health  administration,  in  these  days,  has 
for  its  sphere  the  health  of  man  living  in  society; 
its  object  therefore  is  to  promote  and  preserve  his 
health  by  teaching  him  the  principles  and  practice  of 
healthy  and  wise  living;  to  protect  him  from 
unnecessary  and  avoidable  hazards  which  may  weaken 
and  disable  his  body  and  mind  or  bring  him  to  early 
and  untimely  death,  and  to  endeavour  to  ensure  that 
his  later  yearns  may  not  be  without  some  measure  of 
richness,  vigour  and  usefulness.  (Annual  Report, 

Ministry  of  Health,  1954)* 

The  most  important  and  avoidable  hazard  of  all 
is  the  communicable  disease  conveyed  from  man  to  man 
as  the  result  of  poor  personal  hygiene.  Food  poisoning 
and  dysentery  continue  to  show  a high  incidence  in 
England  and  Wales;  the  chain  of  cases  continues 
because  some  individuals  are  not  scrupulously  clean 
in  their  personal  habits.  The  simple  act  of  hand-washing 
can  prevent  many  a communicable  disee.se  from  spreading. 
Indeed  many  infections  could  be  avoided  if  a very 
simple  rule  was  observed  - the  same  rule  that  governs 
good  conduct  in  society;  keep  your  mouth  shut  and 
your  hands  clean. 
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XI*  In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  encouragement 
and  for  the  enthusiastic  and  efficient  help  given  me 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Council  staff,  and  by 
the  clerical  staff  at  the  Local  Health  Office,  Norwich. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant 


DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Table  1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS, 


Area  (in  acres)  79,742 

Estimated  Resident  Population  18,170 

Rateable  Value  £59>3°6  j 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £237  ! 


Table  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS, 


1 1 

J 

Males 

Females 

Total 

L estimate 

131 

127 

258 

i Illegitimate 

1 

4 

. . . 

.....5 J 

Totals 

132 

131 

, 263 . . ! 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident 

Population 


Depwade  Rural  District  ....  14.4 

Area  5 14.3 

Table  3.  STILL  BIRTHS 


— ■ — 1 

Males 

j Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

6 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

i _ 

! ■ 

Totals 

0 

CL 

! 6 

8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births: 


Dedwade  Rural  District  .....  29.5 

Ar  ca  5 . . . . . 20.8 


Table  4.  DEATHS  (All  ages), 


Male 

Female 

Total 

' , 133 

112 



245 

- - ■ - t— * 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident 

Population 

Depwade  Rural  District  ....  13-4 

Area  5 11.8 

Table  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

Totals 

3 

4 

7 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births: 

Depwade  Rural  District  ....  25.2 

Area  5 19.0 

(Area  5 comprises  Depwade  & Loddon  R.D's.  and  Diss  & Wymondham  U.D’s. ) 


Tab l.0  6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  - Depwade  R ,D 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

To  tal 

1 17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

1 

23,  Pneumonia  . 

- 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

To tals 

3 

4 

7 

Table  7.  CAUSE  CF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Regis  trar -General ) - Depwade  R ,D . 


. 

Male 

Female 

To  tal 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

i 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

mm 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  &parasitic  diseases 

- 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

*■* 

7 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

3 

1 

4 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  &■ lympha tic ■ ne oplasms 

11 

8 

19 

15.  Leukemia,  Aleukemia 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

- 

2 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

15 

14. 

29 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

11 

28 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

2 0.  Other  heart  diseases 

32 

31 

63 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

7 

10 

17 

22.  Influenza 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

24.  Bronchitis 

4 

2 

6 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

3 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

— 

4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

-• 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and.  nephrosis 

- 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

— 

— 

I 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

..  2 

3 

32.  Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

9 

12 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

34.  All  other  accidents 

7 

\ 

11 

35.  Suicide 

- 

3 

3 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

L 

— 

Total 

133 

— 

112  j 245 

J ...  - — 1 

Table  8. 


NOTme  ATI  GIB  OF  DEATHS.  HTCEI VED  JURIHG  THE  YEAR  1.955 


(According,  to  Age  ^D/pupjO . 


Depwade  R.D. 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Under 

1 year 

0 

J 

4 

7 

1 

and 

under  5 

- 

2 

2 

5 

ti 

« 10 

- 

- 

10 

ti 

» 20 

1 

1 

2 

20 

u 

» 30 

2 

- 

2 

3° 

it 

n 4o 

1 

- 

1 

40 

ii 

" 50 

3 

4 

7 

50 

it 

" 60 

15 

5 

20 

60 

ti 

» 70 

23 

16 

39 

70 

n 

" 80 

45 

25 

70 

80 

\ * 

ii  90 

32 

49 

81 

90 

ti 

» 100 

o 

u 

6 

l4 

100 

ever 

TOTAL 

133 

112 

245 

Table  9 . SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH  AND  .DEATH  ..RATES . 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953  11954 

1955 

Live  Birt  hs  ( per  1 , OOP  pop ) 

(2?2) 

(267) 

(287) 

(295) 

(260) 

(273) 

(263) 

Depwade  R.D. 

16.7 

CO 

• 

J* 

1 — 1 

15.8 

16. 3 

l4.4 

15.0 

l4.4. 

Area  5* 

14,5 

14.9 

15.4  j 

15.6  ! 

14.3 

13.4 

14.3 

England  and  Wales 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

15.3  j 15.5 

15.2 

15.0 

StjLIJL  B^ir t hs. _(j>er  1 . OOP 
'TotVlklir  t hs ) 

(4) 

(3) 

(5) 

(12) 

(5) 

(10) 

(8) 

Depwade  R.D. 

13.2 

11.1 

17.4 

39.0 

18.8 

35.3 

29.5. 

Area  5* 

27.0 

23.0 

26.8 

28.0 

17.1 

26.0 

20.8. 

England  and  Wales 

(Nol 

t Publ: 

Lshed) 

22.6 

22.4 

24.0 

23.1. 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop 

) (252) 

(240) 

(256) 

(231) 

(200) 

(235) 

(245) 

Depwade  Ti.D. 

i4.o 

13.3 

14 . l 

12.8. 

11. C 

12.9 

13.4. 

Area  $. 

13*3 

12.1 

l4,o 

12.6 

10.9 

11.6 

11.8 

England  and  Wales 

11.7 

11.6 

12.5 

11.3 

11.4 

11.3 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  (per 

(9) 

(6) 

(6) 

(13) 

(8) 

(2) 

(7) 

l^jJX  0.  .live.  t hsj. 

i 

j 

Depwade  T D* 

31.^ 

22.4 

20.9 

44.0 

30.7 

7.3 

25.2 

Area  5 

21.0 

14.5 

27.5 

28.8 

34-. 8i  7.1 

19.0 

England  and  Wales 

32.0 

29.8 

29.6 

27.O 

j.  P-6.81  25.5 

24.9. 

1 

NOTES-  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depwade  R.D. 


Table  10.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 
T£CC0RDL;G  TO  age  GROUPS ) - Depwad o Rural  District 


Under 

1 

1-2 

yrs 

3-4 

yrs 

5-9 

yrs 

10-14 

yrs 

15-24 

yrs 

Over 

25 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

4 ’ 

Measles 

» 

3 

10 

15 

1 

- 

29 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

$ 

18 

49 

14 

1 

- 

91 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

*— » 

1 

i 

y 

9 

13 

Infective  Jaundice 

A. 

— 

2 

3 

y 

2 

2 

10 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Dy s ent er y ( Sonne ) 

- 

- 

2 

i 

3 

1 

2 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

2 

l 

1 

: 1 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

*— * 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Weils  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

1 

M 

V-* 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) 

— 

1 

- 

l 

- 

— 

. - 

2 

Totals 

1 

14 

35 

73 

21 

6 

17 

167 

Table  11.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  1955  ( EXCLUDING 
T UBEROU LQ  S I S - Depwade  Rural  District 


Quarters 

1st 

2nd 

Qrd 

4th 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Measles 

- 

6 

23 

- 

29 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

41 

28 

W-a 

91 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

3 

13 

Infective  Jaundice 

6 

4 

- 

10 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

- 

*— * 

2 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

8 

1 

** 

- 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

p 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

-1 

i 

Weils  Disease 

- 

— 

1 

— 

l 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic ) 

*— ♦ 

2 

- 

*2 

Totals 

45 

57 

59 

6 

167 

Table  12. 


INCIDENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUB  "EC.  I LOS  IS ), 
-.iAGi1  FIVE  YEARS  - Depwade  Rural  District. 


1951 

1952 

1 or~z 

i nr  / 

1955 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

12 

21 

— £ 

AO 

4 

Measles 

15 

326 

83 

535 

29 

Whooping  Cough 

154 

71 

73 

73 

91 

Pneumonia 

45 

26 

16 

23 

13 

Infective  Jaundice 

9 

5 

2 

12 

10 

Erysipelas 

• 6 

5 

6 

9 : 

2 

Dy s ent ery  ( Sonne ) 

. - 

60 

18 

7 ’ 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

4 

n 

C 

1 

5 

Pu orperai  pyr exi a 

- 

- 

- 

3 

l 

Weils  Disease 

— 

l 

— 

] 

1 

Malaria  (Contracted  abroad) 

— 

•—4 

- 

•la 

- . 

Undulant  Fever 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic ) 

2 

— 

O 

u 

3 

«— » 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic ) 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Diphtheria 

- 

j. 

- 

- 

Opht halmi a N ocnat  0 r" ::n 

— 

X 

1 

i 

Totals 

247 

512 

229 

634 

167 

1) 


Table  13 . TUBERCULOSIS  (Details  of  New  Cases  dulling  13551 

(nepwade  Rural  District) 


Age 

Period 

Pulmona ry 

Non- Pulmona ry 

F 

M . 

• F 

0 »•  R 

5-li+ 

15-22 

p : p 

4-5  - 54- 
55  - 64- 

6 5 and  over 

. 1...  . .. 

1/ 

1 

1 

. 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

4- 

2 

1 

1 

Table  14-.  TUBERCULOSIS  (NUMBER  OF  CASSS,  ON  T.B«  REGISTER  AS  AT  31.12. 

(Depwade  Rural  District) 


Ma  le  s 

Females 

Total 

Pulmona  ry 

4-5 

34- 

w 

Non-Pulmonary 

13 

13 

26 

Total 

4-7 

105 

Table  15,  DETAILS  OF  HEW  OASES,  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  LAS  T . FIVE,  YEAM 

(Depwade  Rural  District) 


1251- 

.1252. 

-1253- 

.1254. 

,1255- 

Pulmonary 

Ma  le 

4- 

7 

7 

1+ 

4- 

Female 

5 

7 

1 

4- 

3 

Non- Pulmona r 
Male 

y 

i 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Fema  le 

7 

3 

1 

1 

- 

. 

- ........ 

Total 

-17 

19 

12 

10  ' 

8 

« — «.  « 

«=, 

» « — M e=*  M 

C=* 

&c§a-5-lQ£al.— 

„3§_ 

.13.. 

_24_ 

_23_ 

_15_ 

Table  16.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMONISaTION. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  notifications  of  primary 
and  booster  injections  received  during  the  last  six  years 


in  respect  of 

Area  5* 

Primary  Injections 

Booster  Injections 

Total 

Under 

Under 

Age 

Under 

Age 

Total 

1 

5 : 14-  _ 

5 - 14 

1955 

283 

463 

86 

4-5 

251 

84-5 

1954 

237 

486 

171 

26 

983 

1,  666 

1953 

493 

392 

36 

1,855 

2,776 

1952 

371 

95 

15 

598 

1,070 

1951 

46  o 

70 

9 

178 

717 

1950 

487 

100 

6 

447 

1,04-0 

t 


y 


Tablo  17.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  age) 
during  the  years  1951  to  1955  resident  in  the  District 
and  Area  5>  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


— ■ * — ■ — ' ‘ - - ■ — ■ 1 

Depwade 

R.D. 

Ar  ea 

5 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Number  of  live 
births  registered 

287 

295 

260 

273 

263 

617 

623 

574 

560 

577 

Number  of 
vaccinations 
recorded 
(0  - 4 years) 

260 

148 

196 

158 

185 

496 

315 

391 

375 

361 

Percentage 

vaccinated 

90 

50 

75 

58 

70 

80 

50 

68 



67 

62 

Table  18.  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  - Depwade  Rural  District 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Number  of  deaths 

41 

29 

49 

41 

32 

27 

36 

33 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

18.9 

11.5 

20.4 

16.0 

13.8 

13.5 

15.3 

13.4 

Table  19.  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  - Area  5 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Number  of  deaths 

83 

82 

84 

86 

82 

74 

87 

73 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

16.9 

l6.8 

17.3 

15.3 

16.3 

16.9 

18.5 

15.2 

/ 
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DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1955. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  - 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1955  “ 
my  first  complete  year  as  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  report  is  on  similar  lines  to  that  for  the  previous  year  and 
is  in  accordance  with  Ministry  requirements. 

Tvro  changes  took  place  in  the  Department’s  staff  during  the  year  - 
in  May,  Miss  P.  Redit,  the  shorthand-typisVclerk  was  promoted  to  the  Clerk’s 
Department,  and  the  only  suitable  applicant  to  fill  the  vacancy,  Miss  V.J. Barber 
aged  16, was  appointed.  Although  very  young  and  inexperienced,  Miss  Barber  has 
given  reasonably  satisfactory  service.  In  Novemeber,  Mr. R.D.Pri  chard,  the 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned  his  position  to  take  up  similar  duties 
with  the  Thurrock  Urban  District  Council.  The  vacancy  remained  unfilled  until 
February  1956,  when  Mr.W.F. Weller  previously  with  Dewsbury  .Borough  Council 
was  appointed. 

Only  one  important  new  Act  affecting  the  work  of  the  Department 
became  law  during  1955  - the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  - the  effect  of  v/hich 
was  to  consolidate  all  previous  legislation  relating  to  Shod,  Milk  and  Dairies, 
Slaughterhouses,  Meat  Inspection  etc.,  with  certain  amendments.  The  Act  did  not 
come  into  force  until  January  1st.  1956  and  with  it,  on  the  same  date,  the 
new  Food  Hygiehe  Regulations  - these  matters  will  therefore  be  reported  on 
to  greater  extent  in  the  next  Annual  Report. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  General.  The  Rate  Books  show  that  at  51.3.55  the  total  number  of  separate 
units  of  dwelling  accommodation  numbered  6,252  (an  increase  of  64  from 
May  1954).  Based  on  the  estimated  population  of  18,1?0  (at  mid-year)  this 
gives  an  average  occupation  figure  of  2.906  (1954  - 2.935). 

(b)  Action  under  Housing  Acts.  In  accordance  w ith  the  requirement  contained 
in  Section  1 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  in  August  1955, 
the  Council  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  its 
return  of  unfit  houses  - a total  of  868  - to  be  dealt  with  as  individual 
unfit  houses  at  the  rate  of  about  50  per  year. 

The  total  number  of  houses  represented  to  the  Council  during  1955 
as  unfit  and  with  a recommendation  for  action  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  was  45*  Action  taken  following  these  representations 
was  as  follows:- 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  21 

C lo sing  Or der s ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Undertakings  not  to  permit  re-occupation  accepted  ...  12 

10  dwellings  (subject  to  orders  made  in  1955  and  previously)  were 
demolished  during  the  year.  The  position  at  December  31st.  1955  regarded 
dwellings  subject  to  statutory  orders  still  standing  in  the  District  was 
follows:- 


Demolition  Closing  Under- 
Orders.  Orders,  takings. 

No-  of  housed occupied  ...  28  2 23 

" " vacant  • . . 53  _9  £7 

81 11 80 

Total  172 

Of  the  53  houses  subject  to  statutory  orders  still  occupied  at 
31.12.55  “ 13  were  the  subject  of  Licences  issued  under  Section  6 of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 
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With  the  continued  difficult  position  of  high  building  repair  costs 
and  very  low  rents  of  cottage  property,  action  for  the  repair  of  existing 
dwellings  has  been  confined  to  informal  requests  to  owners  to  carry  out 
essential  works,  although  the  owners  of  all  dwellings  classed  as  "Category  3" 
under  the  Survey  have  been  sent  an  advisory  letter  pointing  out  the  risk  of 
continual  neglect,  and  ways  in  which  the  Council  can  assist  by  way  of 
Improvement  Grants  and  loans.  During  the  year  19  informal  letters  were 
sent  to  owners  requesting  repairs  and  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
follow  up  with  Statutory  action. 

No  applications  for  "Certificates  of  Disrepair"  under  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  195-4- > were  received  during  the  year. 

(c)  Bousing  Act  1949  - Improvement  Grants.  Exluding  those  subsequently  with- 
drawn, 71  Improvement  Grants  to  the  total  value  of  £17,660  were  approved 
during  the  year  (average  grant  £249).  Of  these  56  were  made  in  respect 
of  properties  owned  by  occupiers  (including  29  farmhouses),  7 were  in 
respect  of  tied  agricultural  dwellings  and  8 ordinarily  let  dwellings. 

Two  grants  were  in  respect  of  conversions,  resulting  in  two  additional 
units  of  accommodation. 

(d)  New  Housing;.  The  Council  built  a further  44  dwellings  (28  3-bedroom  houses 

and  16  2-bcdroom  bungalows)  bringing  its  total  of  permanent  post-war  dwell- 
ings to  822.  The  grand  total  of  Council  houses  (excluding  temporary  dwell- 
ings) at  December  31st.  1955  was  144-2.  22  private  dwellings  were  also 

erected. 

(e)  Overcrowding.  The  very  low  legal  standard  and  the  gradual  lowering  of 
the  average  occupation  figure  for  the  District,  makes  statutory  over- 
crowding  rather  a rare  occurrence  in  Depwade.  Although  the  following 
table  shows  only  ihose  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  and 
is  not  necessarily  a true  return  for  the  District,  it  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  this  problem  is  not  nearly  so  acute  as  it  was  immediately 
a.fter  the  war. 

Statutory  Overcrowding. 

No.  of  cases  outstanding  at  31*12.54.  ...  3 

No,  of  new  cases  reported  during  1955.  ...  1. 

4 

No.  of  cases  abated  during  1955 * •••  i 

Remaining  in  register  at  31*12.5 5 •••  1. 

Note:-  In  addition  there  are  9 cases  in  the  register  which  are  "overcrowded" 
on  the  basis  of  counting  bedrooms  only  for  sleeping  purposes. 

(f)  Dirty  and  Verminous  Dwellings.  I am  glad  to  be  able,  to  again  report  that, 
generally  speaking,  the  houses  inspected  during  the  year  have  been  found 
to  be  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  In  only  one  case  was 
informal  action  required  to  have  premises  cleansed  and  redecorated. 

4 cases  'were  reported  to  the  Department,  where  cottages  and  Council  Houses 
■were  found  to  be  flea  infested  after  vacation,  and  the  necessary  disinfest- 
ation measures  carried  out. 

(g)  Moveable  Dwellings.  The  use  of  caravans  as  means  of  temporary  housing 
accommodation  continues  to  be  an  aspect  of  "the  housing  problem"  that 
cannot  be  ignored.  The  figures  given  below  show  that  at  the  end  of  the  v 
year  there  wa s an  increase  of  1 from  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of 
the  "dwellings"  in  use  we  re  of  the  modern  car-trailer  caravan  type. 


All  the  sites  we  re  kept  under  observation  and  in  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  take  action  regarding  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conditions.  In 
one  case,  attention  of  the  occupier  was  called  to  "overcrowding"  and  he  was 
requested  to  find  more  suitable  permanent  housing  accommodation  for  his  family; 
unfortunately,  he  is  a smallholder  and  does  not  require  a Council  house,  and 
at  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  the  problem  remains  unsolved. 


Number  licensed  at  31.12.54.  16 

New  Licences  issued  during  1955.  8 

Removed  or  ceased  to  be  used  during  1955* 
Number  licensed  and  in  use  at  31.12.55. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


(a)  Mains  Supplies.  During  the  year  10  "bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from 
existing  mains.  All  except  one  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  This  case  was 
reported  to  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Engineer,  and  after  a period  of  several 
days,  during  which  the  main  was  flushed,  a further  sample  was  found  to  be 
"Highly  Satisfactory".  31  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  new 
lengths  of  main  to  ensure  satisfactory  supplies  before  use  by  the  public. 

The  results  were  as  follows:  - 

highly  Satisfactory.  27 

Satisfactory. 

Suspicious.  3 

Unsatisfactory.  1 

?hrther  information  regarding  mains  water  supplies  and  new  mains 
laid  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Engineer. 

(b)  Other  Council  Supplies.  Samples  were  taken  from  4 wells  and  2 bores  which 
supply  Council  houses  and  other  isolated  premises.  All  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

(c)  Private  Supplies.  80  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination.  The  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table :- 


Source  of 
Supply. 

Number 

Taken. 

Number 

Satisfactory/. 

Number 

Suspicious. 



Number  Un- 
satisfactory. 

Shallow  Wells. 

76 

39 

1 

36 

lores*. 

3 

3 

- 

Ponds. 

1 

1 

Where  a mains  or  other  satisfactory  supply  was  available , unfit 
sources  were  abandoned.  In  other  cases  shallow  well  have  been  cleansed 
and  afterwards  sterilised  with  a hypochlorite  solution  with  reasonable 
success.  As  soon  as  unsatisfactory  reports  have  been  received,  the 
users  of  the  supply  have  been  notified  and  advised  to  boil  all  water 
used  for  drinking.purposes. 

In  July  there  was  a shortage  of  water  in  Harleston.  An  abnormal 
draw-off  was  caused  by  a spell  of  very  hot  weather.  The  Water  and 
Sewerage  Engineer  v/as  able  to  arrange  for  a limited  supply  to  be  restored 
quickly.  He  makes  a more  detailed  commentary  in  his  own  Report.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  reduce  water  carting  in  the  district  to  the  minimum. 
However  a very  small  amount  v/as  still  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
4 parishes. 

SCAVENGING. 


(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  The  fortnightly  service  to  all  Parishes, 
except  Harleston,  has  continued  satisfactorily.  Refuse  in  Harleston  is 
collected  weekly. 


Apart  from  new  houses  erected,  collection  v/as  extended  to  two 
very  small  areas  during  the  year  and  approximately  95 % of  all  premises 
in  the  District  now  receive  this  service.  Judging  by  the  very  few 
complaints  received,  the  present  arrangements,  which  have  been  in 
operation  since  the  direct  labour  scheme  was  started,  appear  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  District. 


-3- 


In  September  1955?  a new  7 cubic  .yard  Ford  Diesel  side  loading 
refuse  collection  vehicle  was  purchased  to  replace  the  Fordson  Utility- 
van,  which  had  become  in  need  of  extensive  repair  and  was  uneconomical  to 
mm.  The  two  Dennis  10  cubic  yard  vehicles  continued  to  give  satisfac- 
tory service. 

The  7 men  employed  on  this  work  have  continued  to  give  satisfactory 
service  - another  fact  confirmed  by  the  few  complaints  received.  There 
were  two  changes  in  personel  during  the  year  - G-.A.Semmencs  and  B.R.Riches 
left  to  take  other  employment,  and  were  replaced  by  R.J. Cushion  and 
0.C-. Brighton,  both  of  whom  have  been  found  to  work  well.  The  year  in 
question  was  particularly  unfortunate  so  far  as  sickness  among  the  men 
was  concerned.-  a total  of  lp8  working  days  were  Host  - the  equivalent 
of  one  man' s tine  for  50  weeks. 

Disposal  of  refuse  has  continued  at  tips  at  Weybread,  Ashwellthorpe , 
F'ornCwtt,  Hempna.ll  and  Roydon,  "which  can  only  be  regarded  as  "semi- controlled” 
as  sickness  in  a limited  labour  force  restricted  to  some  extent  the  attention 
which  could  be  given  to  the  tips.  Hot/ever,  they  were  treated  during  the 
summer  to  prevent  nuisance  from  inspect  pests  and  the  Rat-catcher  gave 
regular  treatments  to  keep  down  rodent  infestations. 

Just  over  6 tons  of  waste  paper  was  sold  for  539.5.6J.  and  520 
received  for  the  right  to  salvage  scrap  metals  from  the  Weybread  Tip, 

(b)  Njyht  Soil  Collection.  'The  weekly  service  of  emptying  E.C.  pails  from 
premises  in  the  parishes  of  Harleston,  Wortwell,  Pulham  Market  and 
Pulham  St.  Mary  has  continued,  as  in  the  previous  year.  Certain  adjust- 
ments in  procedure  were  made  during  the  year  which  resulted  in  the  work 
being  done  by  3 men  on  Friday  nxghts,  instead  of  2 men  -working  Sunday 
and  Monday  nights.  The  9 men  on  refuse  collection  and  cesspool  emptying 
do  this  duty  on  rota.  The  severe  frosty  weather  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  yea.r  made  it  necessary  to  start  this  work  in  the  afternoons  for  a 
short  time,  but  the  public  appeared  to  appreciate  the  difficulties  and 
no  complaints  were  received,  is  previously  the  Dennis  Cesspool  emptier 
is  used  for  this  service,  which  vdth  the  special  attachment  for  the  job, 
makes  the  work  as  hygienic  as  possible.  Disposal  of  "night-soil"  on 
prepared  straw  pans  at  an  isolated  farm  site  continued  to  work  satisfactorily* 

(c)  Cesspool  Emptying.  The  Dennis  800  .gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  has  again  been 
fully  employed,  throughout  the  year.  In  addition  to  night-soil  collection, 
the  emptying  of  tanks  at  Housing  Sites  and  private  premises  within  the 
District,  a considerable  amount  of  work  has  also  been  undertaken  in  the 
area  of  the  Loddon  Rural  District  Council  and  other  adjoining  Districts. 

The  total  mileage  of  this  vehicle  was  9,512  - slightly  more  than  the 
previous  year.  Satisfactory  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  was  not  alvays 
found  to  be  an  easjr  matter,  but  the  co-operation  of  farmers  and  judicious 
use  of  the  arable  land  leas  overcome  the  difficulty,  without  causing  any 
public  health  nuisance.  Details  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  are  as 


follows;  - No.  of 

Loads. 

Depwade  R.D.C.  , Housing  Sites 535 

Private  premises  T/ithin  District 158 

School  Canteens  etc.  , " " 153 

Dep-’.ade  R.D.C.  , Sewerage  Works. .........  11 

Depwade  R.D.C.  , Waterworks  (lime  sludge)  31 

Premises  outside  the  Denwade  District...  587 

1275 


Note:-  The  total  number  of  loads  removed  in  1951-  was  ...112+4 
SUPERVTSI0N  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES  .HID  PREMISES. 


(a)Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses.  'This  is  the  first  full  year  of  meat 
inspection  in  private  slaughterhouses  since  the  end  of  the  Tar.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  were  10  slaughterhouses  licenced,  and  during 
the  period  under  review,  4 more  premises  were  brought  to  the  required 
standard  and  licences  were  issued. 
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860  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year  for  the 
inspection  of  meat.  Details  of  the  numbers  of  animals  killed,  inspected, 
and  found  diseased  is  shown  in  the  following  table  (which  is  given  in  the 
form  as  required  by  the  Ministry) 


Cattle  Exclud- 
ing Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Horses. 

Number  killed. 

717 

55 

1034 

91 

5313 

- 

Number  inspected* 

711 

99.10% 

53 

96.36% 

373 

32.72%. 

78 

85*72%: 

3742 

70.43% 

- 

All  Diseases  except 

tuberculosis  and 

Cyst ice 

rci. 

6 

— 

Whole  carcases. 

1 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

47 

32 

2 

2 

182 

% of  No*  inspected 
affected. 

6.7  5% 

62. 26% 

1.07% 

2.56% 

4. 86% 

- 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases. 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
v/as  condemned. 

34 

1 

87 

— 

% of  No*  inspected 
affected. 

4.92% 

1.89% 

0. 27% 

- 

2.45% 

- 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
v/as  condemned. 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Although  the  figures  indicate  that  just  under  70 % of  all  animals 
slaughtered  v/ere  examined,  inspection  covered  all  meat  for  local  con- 
sumption, The  remainder  was  intended  for  the  Smithfield  Market,  London, 
and  inspected  on  arrival  there. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  shows  an  overall  decrease  on  the 
previous  years’  figures,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  1954  meat 
inspection  was  carried  out  by  your  officers  for  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  only.  A comparison  between  the  figures  for  two  full  years  would 
be  more  reliable. 

(b)  Inspection  and  Condemnation  of  Other  Foods.  The  following  foodstuffs, 
other  than  fresh  meat,  v/ere  condemned  and  surrendered,  as  un/’it  for 
human  consumption 
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Weight,  lbs. 


13  tins  of  Fruit  and  Vegetables.)  14- 

32  " " Meat.  ) Blown  and  73, 

81  " " Fish  & Fish  Pastes.  ) damaged  tins.  80# 

1 tin  of  Evaporated  Milk.  ) f 

282  pkts.  Savoury  snack  Biscuits  - Stale  & mouldy.  25 
4-3  Chickens.  - decomposition.  120 

12  lbs.  Sausages  - spoiled  in  transit.  12 

94  IDs.  Shoulder  bacon  - decomposition.  94 


Total  Weight  - 3344  lbs. 


Arrangements  are  made  for  this  condemned  food  to  be  disposed  of 
either  by  destruction  in  boilers  or  effective  burying  in  the  refuse  tip 

(c)  Food  Premises  - General.  The  total  number  of  food  handling  premises  - 
other  than  slaughterhouses  and  dairies  - in  the  District  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  was  as  follows 


General  food  shops  ...  

Fish  shops  - including  fried  fish  shops  .. 

-- isn  s calls  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
But cher  s snop  s ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pe staurant s , cax e s , etc.  ...  ...  ... 
Scnool  Canteens  ...  -««.  ...  ...  ... 

Baicene  s ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Public  House s ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Others  - mills,  factories,  etc 

Total 


105 

6 

3 

18 

8 

12 

9 

79 

24-7 


Routine  inspections  of  these  premises  has  shewn  that  the  general 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  food  handling  hygiene  was  satisfactory. 

Faults  and  contraventions  of  legal  requirements  have  been  few  and  of  a 
minor  character,  and  were  corrected  following  informal  action  taken  at 
the  time  of  inspection. 

(a)  Dairies  and  Milk  Distribution.  On  March  2ls±.  1955  > the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order  1955 > came  into,  force , which 
prohibited  the  sale  of  any  milk  in  the  District  other  than  "Tuberculin 
Tested",  "Pasteurised"  or  Sterilised".  All  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be 
bottled.  The  Order  is  enforced  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  and  any 
cases  of  alleged  non-compliance,  which  come  to  the  notice  of  your  officers, 
are  referred  to  that  Authority  for  investigation.  During  the  period  under 
review  only  one  such  ca.se  arose. 


At  the  end  of  the  2rear  there  were  24-  registered  retail  distributors 
of  milk  operating  in  the  District  (as  distinct  from  producer-retailers 
which  are  registered  and  controlled  ,by  the  County  Agricultural  Committee). 
10  of  these  operate  from  premises  outside  the  District.  These  retailers 
have  been  kept  under  observation  and  no  contraventions  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  regulations  have  been  observed. 

5 6 licences  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  "special  designations" 
were  issued  by  the  Council,  as  follows:- 


"Tuberculin  Tested"  Dealers  licences  17 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  Supplementary  licences  ...  10 

"Pasteurised"  Dealers  licences  18 

"Pasteurised"  Supplementary  licences  11 

H 

(e)  Ice  Cream.  The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and/or 
sale  of  ice  cream  on  the  31st.  December,  1955  was:- 

For  manufacture  and  sale  ...  1 

For  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

hi 
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The  2+24-  premises  registered  only  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  receive 
their  supplies  pre-packed  from  manufacturers  outside  the  District.  Inspec- 
tion shewed  that  all  the  premises  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act  and  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations. 

The  results  of  the  six  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  all 
satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


The  number  of  factories  on  the  Council’s  register  at  December,  31st, 
1935s  as  follows: - 

Factories  using  mechanical  power  74 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  

Total  ...  81 

During  the  year  58  inspections  of  these  premises  v/ere  made  and  in 
3 cases  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided  for  employees  \as  found  to  be 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition;  in  each  case  the  required  work  was  carried 
out  following  informal  action.  Inspections  were  also  carried  out  at 
places  where  building  operations  have  been  in  progress  to  ensure  the 
provision  of  satisfactory  temporary  sanitary  accommodation,  and  in  two 
cases  this  was  provided  following  informal  representation  to  the  builders; 
concerned*, 

Two  notifications  were  received  of  outworkers  in  the  District; 
in  both  cases  the  premises  were  inspected  and  conditions  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator  during  the  year:- 


Local 

Dwelling 

Agri  - 

Other 

« 

Authority 

houses 

cultural 

prem- 

property 

(incl.C.Hs.  ) 

property 

ises. 

Total. 

No.  of  inspections  of 
properties  as  a result  of 
notification,  or  in  the 

cour se  of  survey. 

93 

2674 

338 

373 

3478 

No. of  infestations  found 
(a)  Minor, 

19 

110 

1 

22 

152 

(b)  Major. 

28 

14 

4 

3 

49 

No.  of  treatments  carried 
out. 

47 

124 

5 

25 

201 

No. of  dead  rats  & mice 
picked  up. 

520 

496 



15 

78 

1109 

f 


In  the  main  occupiers  of  premises  have  been  found  to  be  co-operative 
’with  the  Council’ s operator  in  the  execution  of  his  duties*  and  in  no  case 
was  statutory  action  found  to  be  necessary.  Free  treatment  has  been  given 
at  all  private  houses,  and  charges  made  for  treatment  at  other  premises 
(except  Council  property)  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  cost  to  the  Council. 

All  Council  sewerage  systems  were  test  baited  for  rats  during  the 
year,  and  the  only  infestation  found  was  in  one  small  area  at  Harleston 
which  was  subsequently  given  two  poison  treatments. 

Observations  weae  also  made  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors  to  see  that  suitable  wire-netting  fencing  is  erected  whilst 
stacks  arc  being  disman tiled  for  threshing.  In  a small  number  of  cases 
informal  action  was  necessary  regarding  unsatisfactorjr  fencing,  and  in 
one  case  a warning  letter  was  sent  regarding  an  unfenced  stack. 
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OTHER  MATTERS. 


In  addition  to  duties  carried  out  under  the  above  main  headings, 
the  usual  routine  investigations  have  been  made  in  respect  of  infectious 
disease  and  suspected  food  poisoning  - as  requested  by  the  Medical  Officer  - 
and  premises  disinfected  where  considered  necessary  and  when  requested  by 
occupiers.  (Figures  as  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the 
District  are  included  in  the  Medical  Officer's  section  of  the  Report). 

Action  taken  in  dealing  with  day-to-day  complaints  of  nuisances 
arising  from  foul  ditches,  choked  drainage,  etc.  , resulted  in  sending  out 
10  informal  letters  (in  addition  to  verbal  requests  for  abatement)  and  in 
only  one  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  a statutory  notice  under  the 
"nuisance"  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  before  the  necessary 
remedial  measures  were  taken. 

Two  licences  were  issued  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951* 

366  plans  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
Department ' s work  on  control  of  new  buildings  etc. , under  the  Building 
Bye-laws  and  Town  Planning  - compared  with  256  ( 1953)  and  283  (l95^-)« 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Medical 
Officer,  the  Clerk  and  all  members  of  the  Council  Staff  for  their  assistance 
and  co-operation  throughout  the  year,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Council  for  their  support  in  dealing  with  all  matters  reported  to  them. 


F.C. WEEKS. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


annual  retort  or  the  engineer  .xl  surveyor  for  19 55- 


r.  Chairmen, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1955 • 


START. 

1.  Technical  Staff*  The  working  of  my  department  has  been  greatly 
affected  by  staff  changes  during  the  year.  In  April  the 
.engineering  assistant , r*  0.  Bradshaw,  resigned  to  take  up 
a similar  position  with  the  St.  Faiths  and  xylsham  R.R.C.  and 
he  was  replaced  in  June  by  i_r.  a . J . England  from  Horsham  U.L.O. 
The  other  member  of  my  staff,  . : . J.  Bray,  a Draughtsman/ Clerk , 
was  unfortunately  away  from  the  office  from  July  with  a very 
serious  illness  which  was  regrettably  to  prove  fatal. 

These  events,  coming  as  they  did  at  a time  of 
rapid  expansion  .of  the  water  undertaking,  made  it  difficult  to 
cope  with  the  day  to  day  running  of  the  department  and  restrict' 
ed  the  new  design  work  which  it  was  possible  to  undertake. 


2. 


1. 


Outdoor  Staff.  In  view  of  the  increasing  size  of  the  water 
undertaking  it  was  decided  that,  as  from  the  1st  April,  ar.  T. 
Palgrave,  a.  'ater  and  Sewerage  .attendant,  should  be  appointed 
as  Pater  Inspector  to  enable  more  efficient  maintenance  of  the 
undertaking  to  be  carried  out. 


I am  now  able  to  report  that  the  results  of 
been  very  satisfactory  and  many  causes  of 
trouble,  e.g.  covering  over  of  surface  boxes  during  highway 


this  action  have 
)le 

airfc.ee 


dressing,  seizing  up  of 
water  at  dead  ends  of  mains,  etc 
it  ha s be en  found,  however,  t ha t 


sluice  valves,  stagnation  of 
. , have  been  greatly  reduced, 
the  volume  of  maintenance  work 


recuired  has  been  rapidly  increasing  as  the  water  undertaking 
increases  in  size  and  the  installations  become  older,  and  the 
need  to  maintain  all  your  sewage  works  as  they  should  be  main- 
tained is  most  important  if  pollution  troubles  are  to  be  avoided. 
It  seems  that  e review  of  the 
desirable  next  year. 


staffing 
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Vi tal_ Statistics . 

1S55. 

1954. 

Total  Capital  Expenditure 

£475  s 5 CO 

£416,000. 

(to  31st  larch,  IS 36) 

Revenue  Expenditure  (year 

£ 25,230 

3 21,330. 

ending  31st  .arch, 1936) 

Revenue 

£ 13  > 4C0 

£ 8,534. 

Estimated  Population  served 

13,333. 

11,273- 

Number  of  Houses  served  direct 

4 , 04  4 . 

3,352. 

Number  of  Houses  served  by 

598 

508. 

standpipe 

Number  of  metered  supplies 

610 

389. 

Length  of  mains  in  service, 

143 

102. 

in  miles. 

Cost  of  production  per  1,CG0 

lid 

11. 6d 

gallons,  (in  ponce) 

-2. 


* 
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Total  Water  Consumption 
in  year. 


1955.  - ' 1954. 

98,550,000  gas.  78,840,000  gis. 


Areas  of  Supply.  The  following  supplies  wore  in  operation  at 
tne  end  of  the  year:  — 

Number _o f Houses. 


Parish.  Direct  to 


Alburgh 

Houses 
— 9CT~ 

Ashwellthorpe 

100 

Aslacton  & Moulton 

107 

Bressingham 

162 

Brockdish 

98 

Bunwell  & Carle ton 

288 

Rode 

By 

Tot  al . 

Metered 

Estimated 

andpipe . 

'To 

100 

Supplies 

2Y 

.Population, 

290. 

25 

125 

r- 

b 

362 

11 

11  g 

11 

342 . 

40 

202 

46 

586. 

30 

128 

19 

371. 

40 

328 

43 

951. 

Burst  on 

80 

Denton 

69 

Dickleburgh 

161 

Diss  Heywood 

28 

Ear  shorn 

147 

Forncett 

122 

Grissing 

52 

Hempnall 

182 

Long  Stratton 

248 

M 0 r n i n gt  horp  e 

55 

Needham 

63 

Pulham  Market 

1 66 

Pulhcuii  St.  Mary 

162 

Redenhall  with 

560 

Ha.rlest  on 


Roydon 
Scole 
Shelton 
S helfanger 
Stairs  ton 
Tacolneston 
Tasburgh 
Tharston 
Tibenham 
Tivet shall  St 
Tivet shall  St 
W act  on 
Winfarthing 
Wort well 


!23 

276 

70 

55 

1° 

69 

85 

55 


14 

• Ivigt . j A. 

. Mary  48 

21 

100 

8A 


Position  at  end 

512254 JLISL. 

Increase  during 

19^2 


.J2.2_ 


21 

101 

16 

293. 

40 

109 

36 

316. 

21 

182 

12 

528. 

3 

31- 

10 

90. 

9 

156 

10 

453. 

25 

147 

24 

426. 

6 

58 

8 

168. 

29 

211 

2g 

612. 

40 

288 

18 

835. 

12 

67 

i3 

194. 

10 

73 

8 

212. 

20 

166 

27 

539. 

11 

173 

32 

502. 

8l 

641 

34 

1,730. 

22 

145 

11 

421. 

12 

288 

27 

835. 

8 

78 

21 

226. 

5 

60 

9 

174. 

2 

72 

20 

209. 

10 

79 

7 

229. 

5 

90 

10 

261. 

3 

58 

13 

168 . 

2 

16 

46. 

6 

40 

116. 

8 

56 

8 

163. 

9 

30 

17 

87. 

12 

112 

27 

325. 

10 

94 

- JL- 

_ 273 

' ~5W 

4, 842 

61o 

T57333W 

508 

3,860 

389 

11,273,. 

2 2__. 

-782- 

221 

2,060. 

3. 

Works  constructed 

during  19oo.  Excellent 

progress  was  made  on 

the  Comprehensive 

Scheme  and  Stage  II  was 

completed.  41  miles 

of  new  mains  wore  put  into  service  affording  supplies  to  approx- 
imately 700  dwellings  and  170  farms  in  the  following  parishes:  - 
Alburgh,  Aghwelltkorpe,  Bunwell,  Bressingham,  Carl  at  on  Rode, 
Denton,  Diss  Hoy  wood,  Horsham,  Pulliam  Market,  Pulliam  St,  Mary, 
Rodenhall  with  K wriest  on,  Scole,  Shelf anger,  Shelton,  Starston, 
Tibenham,  Winfarthing  and  Wort well. 

79  connections  to  the  existing 

mains  were  made  during  the  year. 


« 1>  * *-■ 
4. 


General  Remarks. 

a) '  HuslTaXT lyut^r  works . The  average  daily  consumption  at  the 
o ncT  'of  tne  ""year  "was  ^40,000  gallons  oi  which  200,000  was  ob- 
tained from  Rushall,  an  increase  of  57 , 000  gallons  per  day 
during  the  year.  Thus  the  plant  was  then  wording  at  its 
maximum  capacity,  as  I had  estimated  that  it  would  when  I re- 
commended you  during  the  year  to  have  the  necessary  scheme  pre- 
pared for  the  sinking  of  an  additional  borehole  end  the  install- 
ation of  new  plant.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that  new  pumps 
would  have  to  be  installed  if  adequate  supplies  were  to  be 
maintained  during  the  summer  of  1576. 

b)  Failure  of  Supply  at  hardest on.  A failure  of  the  supplies 
at  Hardest on 'occurred  on  the  lpth  July  when  it  was.  found  that, 
whilst  the  water  in  the  main  Tower  at  Pu3.ham  was  at  a reasonably 
high  level,  the  balancing  tank  at  Hardest  on  ran  dry  and  no 
water  would  enter  it  even  during  the  night.  A restricted  supply 
was  made  available  to  the  town  the  next  day  by  isolating  the 
balancing  t anh  and  feeding  water  direct  into  the  'mains;  the 
supply  was  restored  to  normal  during  the  next  two  weeks  by 
feeding  the  Long  Stratton  area  from  Burst on  Tower  thereby  in- 
ducing a greater  flow  to  Harleston  which  enabled  a limited 
quantity  of  water  to  enter  the  tank  during  the  night. 


The  consumption  during  this 
time  was  particularly  heavy  - 285,000  gallons  per  day  of  which 
230,000  gallons  per  day  was  from  the  Rushall  works  - and  our 
investigations  showed  that  there  was  a remarkably  heavy  draw- 
off in  the  Harleston  area  on  the  lAtli  and  15th  July.  It  was 
apparent  that  the  main  feeding  the  Harleston  tank  which  has  to 
serve  Pulliam  Market,  Pulham  St.  Mary  and  part  of  fltarston  en 
route,  could  not  carry  sufficient  water  to  deal  with  these  peak 
requirements,  and  that  the  laying  of  additional  mains  was  nec- 
essary. 


In  order  to  reduce  the  risk 
of  a further  occur enoo  of  a breakdown  of  this  nature,  the  con- 
sumption from  the  Harleston  tank  has  been  reduced  by  disconnect- 
ing the  Wortwell  area  from  the  tank  and  feeding  this  area 
direct  from  the  Pulliam  Tower. 

c)  Fractured  Water  Mains . 18  fractured  water  mains  were  repair- 

ed during  tli e 'yea^/'aLl  of  the  fractures  being  caused  by  the 
movement  of  the  clay  subsoil. 

d)  Supply  to  Tibcnham  Airfield.  A supply  was  made  available  in 
July  to  the  ~cd; ntr  actor s ’engaged  upon  the  reconstruction  of 
Tibenham  Airfield  and  2,000,000  gallons  were  supplied  to  them  up 
to  the  end  0:?  the  year. 

e)  Reading  of  Water  Meters.  It  will  bo  observed  that  a further 
2 21  “met e f s "Have  "b eon  installed  during  the  year  and  that  there 
are  now  6l0  meters  in  service.  These  meters  are,  of  course, 
widely  scattered  throughout  the  district  end  it  was  found  nec- 
essary to  emply  the  whole  of  the  technical  staff  and  two  members 
of  the  outdoor  staff  on  reading  these  m -tors.  This  is  neither 

a*  satisfactory  nor  economical  arrangement  aid  this  fact  will  be 
borne  in  mind  when  the  review  of  the  outdoor  staff  referred  to 
above  is  made.  At  the  end  of  1956  I estimate  that  there  will 
be  over  800  meters  in  service. 


SEWERAGS  _ AMD  SERFAGE  DISPOSAL, 

1.  Maintenance.  The  maintenance  of  your  2c  Disposal  Works  has 
presented  ho  particular  problems  during  the  year  and  there 
have  been  no  serious  breakdowns  in  the  plant. 


/i  must 
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I must:,  however,  draw  attention  to  the  bad  condition  of 
the  works  which  you  adquired  from  the  Air  Ministry  at  Fersfield 
and  Thorpe  Aooots  and  which  deal  principally  with 


from  th 


Lremporary 


the  sewage 


dwellings  on  these  sites.  These  works  were 


only  constructed  to  la.st  for  the  duration  of  the  war  and  they 
have  deteriorated  so  badly  that  sometj 


•ing 


rao: 


than 


tne  con- 


stant minor  repairs  we  ar*e  carrying  out  will  soon  be  necessary 
if  they  are  to  continue  to  function  at  all  satisfactorily.  I 
feel  that  this  fact  must  be  kept  in  mind  when  any  consideration 
is  given  to  tne  re— housing  of  the  occupants  of  the  temporary 
dwellings. 


Durin' 


the 


year  we  received  notification  from  the 


Norfolk 

close 


and  East  Suffolk  River  Board  that  they  intended  to  give 
attention  to  the  standard  of  effluents  from  Disposal  Works  in 
their  area  under  the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  Prevention  of 
Rivers  Pollution  Act.  1951.  It  was  considered  advisable  for  us 


, 1951.  It  was 
to  t.ahc  frequent  samples  of  the  effluent 
vfas  'authorised  to  purchase  the  necessary 
to  enable  mo  to  analyse  same. 


from  cur  works  and  I 
1 no  or at  or y equipment 


2.  Design  of  new  schemes.  The  staff  difficulties  referred  to  above 
prevent edTus  from  designing  any  new  schemes  during  the  year 
other  than  a scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  sullage  drainage 
to  full  drainage  at  the  Burst on  Housing  Site,  and  a scheme  for 
full  drainage  of  the  G-issing  Housing  Site.  In  the  former  case, 
the  River  Board  required  the  works  to  produce  a standard  of 
effluent  which  you  considered  un reasonable,  and  since  it  was 
not  found  possible  to  persuade  the  River  Board  to  modify  their 
requirements  you  decided  to  lodge  an  appeal  to  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government . No  formal  action  had  been  taken 
by  the  Minister  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  construction  of  the' G-issing  scheme 
was  deferred  in  view  of  the  financial  situation. 

There  are  now  a considerable  number  of 
housing  sites  which  have  been  provided  with  a piped  water 
supply  but  for  which  no  adequate  sewage  disposal,  facilities 
exist.  The  provision  of  these  facilities  is  very  necessary  and 
schemes  will  bo  designed  and  presented  to  you  when  staff  and 
finances  allow. 


In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express 
Clerk  and.  all  members  of  the  Council  staff  for  their 
and  cooperation  during  the  past  year  and  also  to  all 
the  Council  for  the  support  and  assistance  they  have 


my  thanks  to  the 
ready  assistance 
the  members  of 
given. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
hour  obedient  servant, 


Engineer  & Surveyor, 


